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“GPs: Behind Closed Doors” 

The TV Production company “Knickerbockerglory” have been with us since May recording consultations 

with our patients for the Channel 5 programme “GPs: Behind Closed Doors”.  There are 32 cameras in 

Reception, the Corridor and six of the consulting rooms at the Farnham Road Surgery.  If you are 

booked to see doctor or nurse who is working in one of the six rooms with cameras then one of the TV 

company’s team will ask you for your signed consent to possibly film the consultation, and then check at 

the end that you are still in agreement for them to use the video.  Being asked is no guarantee of fame 

— they can only record from two rooms at one any time, nevertheless please bring your best smile to 

the surgery.  The cameras will be with us until Christmas and programmes will start to air in October. 

Medical Care When we are Closed 

Weekes Drive Surgery and Farnham Road Surgery are open 

08.00 to 18.30 Monday to Friday, and we also have pre-bookable 

appointments every evening and on Saturday mornings.  Whilst 

Accident and Emergency Departments are open all the time, if 

you need medical care or help outside of these times then in 

most cases this assistance is better provided by the GP Out of 

Hours service or Slough Walk-in Health Centre based at Upton 

Hospital. 

If you need medical help when the surgery is closed which is not 

an emergency and cannot wait until we are next open then please 

call 111 where your details will be taken and you will either be 

directed to a health service or a GP will call you back to discuss 

how we can help.  Alternatively, there is a walk-in service run by 

Nurses at Slough Walk-in Health Centre open 8am to 8 pm 365 

days a year. 

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 

From Monday 4 July to Friday 8 July the Farnham Road Practice raised money for Hearing dogs for 

Deaf People. On Wednesday 6 July there was a cake sale at both sites.  

Staff and volunteers came to Farnham Road Surgery with a trainee hearing dog and a qualified hearing 

dog to speak to patients and staff about the charity and the training of the dogs.  

There was a raffle at Farnham Road for staff and patients. Prizes were kindly donated by: Mattel, 

Odds Farm, Bekonscot Model Village and Railway, Theatre Royal Windsor, Slough Town Football Club, 

Hearing Dogs Headquarters, Time Run and Restaurante Saloio.  Collection buckets were out at both 

sites all week. In total the practice raised £278.54. The next charity event will be from Monday 24  

October to Friday 28 October and will be for the Kidney Patient Association. Thank you to everyone 

who donated. 

Comings… We have had no new 

staff join us since the last edition 

of the newsletter.  
  

...and Goings Dr Amit Bajawla, 

Emma and Joan, both Practice 

Nurses, have left us recently, we 

would like to wish them the very 

best in their new roles. 
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Flu Vaccination 2016/17 

What is flu? 

Flu occurs every year usually in the winter and it’s a highly infectious disease with symptoms that come 

on very quickly. The most common symptoms of flu are fever, chills, headache, aches and pains in the 

joints and muscles and extreme tiredness. Healthy individuals usually recover within two to seven days, 

but for some the disease can lead to hospitalisation, permanent disability or even death. 

How do you catch flu? Can I avoid it? 

The infection is spread when an infected person coughs or sneezes. The droplets can be breathed in by 

other people or picked up by touching surfaces where the drops have landed. Hence the spread of the 

virus can be prevented by covering your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Similarly frequently 

washing your hands and using a hand sanitiser reduce the risk of picking up the virus.  

The best way to avoid catching and spreading flu is by having the vaccination before the flu season 

starts. Flu is unpredictable making it difficult to predict fully the strains that will circulate each year. 

However, during the last ten years the vaccine has generally been a good match for the circulating 

strains. The vaccine still provides the best protection available against an unpredictable virus that can 

cause severe illness. 

What harm can flu do? 

Some people are more susceptible to the effects of flu and are at an increased risk of developing   

bronchitis, pneumonia or making an existing condition worse.  

Who should consider having a flu jab? 

Certain patient groups qualify for the free NHS vaccine and should have it as early as possible. The 

vaccine takes 10-21 days to be fully effective. Examples of patients qualifying for the free vaccine  

include aged 65 years or over, pregnant and those with a long-term condition such as diabetes, a heart 

problem and liver disease. This list is not exhaustive, please ask at reception to see if you qualify. 

When can I have my flu jab? 

Flu vaccinations will be available at both Farnham Road and Weekes Drive Surgeries from September 

2016. We will have dedicated clinics for those patients that are eligible for free vaccines to book into, 

both during the day, the evening and Saturday morning. Some clinics on Saturday mornings will also  

allow for patients to just turn up and walk-in. For more information, please speak to one of the doctors 

or nurses or ask at reception. 

  

Chaperones 

We have trained chaperones at our surgeries to help you feel supported and comfortable during an    

intimate examination.  Please ask if you would like one during your examination, irrespective of your   

gender or that of the clinician. 


